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Steering Committee

Kentucky River Watershed Watch (KRWW) is directed by a Steering Committee (Table 1), which meets
approximately every three months via face-to-face meetings or video call. The committee is open to any
volunteer who express an interest in participating. In 2021, the following KRWW volunteers participated on the
Steering Committee. Their contributions are gratefully acknowledged.
Table 1 - Kentucky River Watershed Watch Steering Committee
Member Name
Alice Jones
Steve Evans
JoAnn Palmer
Mary Miller
Malissa McAlister
Hank Graddy
Pamla Wood
Jerry Weisenfluh
Doug Curl
John Delfino
Allison Depenbrock
Mary Cromer
Mary Rossano
John Larmour
Tricia Coakley
Don Dampier

Email
Alice.jones@eku.edu
Steve.evans@uky.edu
Joann.Palmer@ky.gov
Jomar9983@windstream.net
mmcalister@uky.edu
Hank.graddy@gmail.com
pamlaw@iglou.com
jerryweisenfluh@gmail.com
doug@uky.edu
jdelfino@midway.edu
allison@canoeky.com
mary@aclc.org
Mary.rossano@uky.edu
Johnlarmour42@gmail.com
Tricia.coakley@gmail.com
djpadampier@gmail.com

Role
Chair and Representative to WWKY
Vice-Chair and Science Advisory Committee Co-Chair
Secretary/Volunteer Coordinator
Treasurer
Data Manager, WWKY Chair
Alternative WWKY Representative
Co-Chair of WWKY Finance Committee, WWKY Treasurer
Science Advisory Committee Co-Chair
Member, Science Advisory Comm. member
Sampling Equipment Manager
Member
Member
Member
Member
Immediate Past-Chair
Emeritus Board Member

More information about the KRWW Steering Committee is available at www.krww.org on the About Us page.

Annual Conference
A virtual 2022 Kentucky River Watershed Watch Annual Conference will be held on March 26, 2022. The agenda
for the conference is being developed and will include:
• Welcome and Updates about statewide Watershed Watch Initiatives
• Review of 2021 Sampling Results
• Volunteer Recognition and 2022 Steering Committee Election
• Workshop on Applying Sampling Data to Water Quality Improvements
• Glenns Creek Watershed Planning Project
The conference data presentation will be available on the Results page of the KRWW Website (www.krww.org).

Training
Due to continuing Covid-19 restrictions in 2021, fewer in-person sampler training events occurred. Instead, a
hybrid approach was used to train new samplers which used an introductory training video to provide
information, which was followed by a follow-up practice opportunity with a certified sampler. At that time, the
newly trained sampler was given his/her sampling kit. Fourteen new samplers became approved samplers using
www.krww.org
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this approach in 2021. An additional four volunteers were trained in-person, and 2 people completed the online
recertification video.

Volunteer Monitoring
In 2021, the Watershed Watch Data Management Database listed 320 trained active volunteers and 300 active
monitoring sites for the Kentucky River Basin. One-hundred fifty-one (151) of these active sites were sampled in
2021 by seventy-two (72) volunteers. Volunteers sampled between one and seven sites, with an average of two.
The site distribution by county is shown in Figure 1 below and the site locations are shown on the cover page
map.
Figure 1 – Sampling Sites by County, 2021

Typically, KRWW volunteers assess field chemistry and E. coli bacteria samples in May, July, and September.
Habitat and biological (benthic macroinvertebrate) data are collected by some samplers, typically in June.
Nutrient and metal analyses occur at select sites throughout the basin during the September sampling event.
Table 2 summarizes the sampling events that were held in 2021. Metals were not sampled in 2021 due to the
low volume of samples wih high conductivity and the high number of requests for nutrient samples.
In 2021, KRWW’s E. coli samples were analyzed at Microbac Laboratories (Lexington), Fouser Laboratories
(Versailles), Pace Analytical (Hazard), and Mineral Labs (Salyersville). All labs use the Colilert method to quantify
www.krww.org
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concentrations as most probable number per 100 milliliters (MPN/100 mL). Additionally, the Kentucky
Geological Survey lab provided nutrient analyses for the September event.

Table 2 - Summary of 2021 Kentucky River Watershed Watch Sampling Events
Sampling Event

Dates

# of Sites Sampled

Spring Sampling Event – E. coli
Summer Sampling Event – E. coli
Fall Sampling Event – E. coli
Nutrients
Metals

May 7-9
July 9-12, 30

117
114
123
76 of 123
0

September 9-13

Field chemistry and laboratory results were reviewed and entered into the Watershed Watch Data Portal
database (http://kgs.uky.edu/kgsweb/waterwatch/index.asp).

Monitoring Results

Monitoring results for 2021 are shown in the graphs below. They are also summarized in the accompanying text
and portrayed in the interpretive maps at the end of the report.
Figure 2 – 2021 Dissolved Oxygen Results

Dissolved oxygen was above the 4.0 mg/L benchmark
for healthy aquatic life support in all but 13 of the 283
readings (95%) taken in 2021. These readings indicate
good water quality at most sites with respect to the
availability of dissolved oxygen.
Three sites with low oxygen levels were springs which
may naturally have lower oxygen levels. Six sites were
located in the Wolf Run or West Hickman Watersheds
in Fayette County. Other low levels were found on St.
Asaph’s Creek and Red River and its tributaries. (See
map in Figure 9 on page 14.)

Oxygen levels can be depleted by decaying organic matter, including algae. Lower oxygen levels are also
caused by warming water temperatures. Water temperature and dissolved oxygen are inversely proportional,
so cooler water holds more oxygen than warmer water. Faster moving water also incorporates more oxygen
from the atmosphere than stagnant or slow-moving water. Lower dissolved oxygen values are expected in
springs and lakes.

www.krww.org

Page 3 of 17

Kentucky River Watershed Watch 2021 Annual Report
Figure 3 – 2021 Temperature Results

Water temperature is important because aquatic
animals require a certain temperature range for
survival. Warmer waters make these organisms more
susceptible to disease, parasites, and toxins. Colder
water is also beneficial because it holds more
dissolved oxygen than warmer water.
All water temperature measurements in 2021 were
below 31.7 degrees Celsius, indicating good water
quality with respect to temperature.

Figure 4 – 2021 Conductivity Results

Conductivity is a general indicator of dissolved
inorganic ions in water. It is dependent on a stream’s
location and underlying bedrock and soils, but it can
also indicate levels of nutrients, metals, or other water
pollutants and is helpful in identifying potential
contamination requiring further assessment.
For comparison purposes, <300 µS/cm is excellent,
301 – 500 µS/cm is good, 501-800 µS/cm is fair, 8011000 µS/cm is poor, and >1,000 µS/cm is very poor.
There is no official benchmark but levels above 500
µS/cm have been shown to negatively impact aquatic
life and 800 µS/cm is used in the basin for comparison
purposes.

For 2021, 19% of results were excellent, 41% were good, 31% were fair, 5% were poor, and 4% were very
poor. The highest conductivity readings from all events were from Rockhouse Creek in Letcher County at a
location below a mining slurry pond. Runoff of metals and other inorganic substances from mine spoil can
produce high conductivity levels. (See map in Figure 10 on page 15.)

Figure 5 – 2021 pH Results

The pH measurement is an indicator of how acidic or
basic a solution is and ranges from 0 (very acidic) to 14
(very basic), with 7 being neutral.
Kentucky’s water quality criteria require pH to be
within the range of 6.0 and 9.0 SU to protect aquatic
life. When the water’s pH is above this range (more
basic) or below this range (more acidic), organisms
may move away, stop reproducing, or die. Water with
a low pH also allows toxic compounds to become
more available in the water, possibly harming aquatic
life.

All pH values were within the range of 6.0 to 9.0 SU, with four measurements of 6.0 SU and one of 9.0.

www.krww.org
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Figure 6 – 2021 E. coli Results

Table 3 – E. coli Rating Summary
E coli Rating
Spring
Summer
Excellent
26%
10%
Good
9%
14%
Fair
36%
15%
Poor
18%
41%
Very Poor
11%
20%

KRWW volunteers collected 355 bacteria (E. coli)
samples in 2021. E. coli concentrations ranged from
< 10 Most Probable Number (MPN)/100 mL to greater
than 24,200 MPN/100 mL, the maximum with a
dilution. Results were rated based on the
concentration, with less than 130 MPN/100mL as
Excellent, 131-240 MPN/100mL as Good, 241-700
MPN/100mL as Fair, 701-2400 as Poor, and greater
than 2,400 as Very Poor. The Kentucky instantaneous
criterion for safe swimming is 240 MPN/100 mL and
130 MPN for a geometric average of multiple sampling
results. Additional rating criteria in this report are
based on best judgment and severity of impact.
Fall
43%
11%
25%
18%
4%

Of the three sampling events, the highest E. coli
(worst) results occurred during the wetter, summer
event and better results were found during the drier,
spring and fall events. Dry conditions reduce the
likelihood of detecting bacteria contributions from
runoff sources, such as pastures, septic system leakage
or pet waste. (See map in Figure 11 on page 16.)

Seven sites had E. coli results above 10,000 MPN/100mL and are indicative of point source impact. These
include: During Spring: Tates Creek (site 939) and an unnamed tributary (site 990) in Madison County; During
Summer: Red River (site 831) in Estill County, North Elkhorn Creek (site 1301) in Scott County, Camden Creek
(site 3744) in Woodford County, and Swift Camp Creek (sites 3770 and 3771) in Wolfe County.
Total nitrogen and total phosphorus are important water quality measurements because they indicate
nutrient levels that may increase the potential for algae or plant growth. Excessive plant and algal growth can
lead to the depletion of dissolved oxygen as they die off and decay through aerobic respiration. These low
oxygen conditions create stressful or toxic conditions for aquatic animals.
Figure 7 – 2021 Total Phosphorus and Total Nitrogen Results

www.krww.org
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Total phosphorus was measured at 81 sites during the fall 2021 sampling event. Kentucky does not have an
official numeric standard for phosphorus, but KRWW uses 0.3 mg/L as a benchmark for assessing high levels.
As shown by Figure 7, 41% (33) of the total phosphorus results exceeded 0.3 mg/L, and one result (1%)
exceeded 2 mg/L (very high). The highest result, 6.36 mg/L, was measured on Town Branch (site 3786) in
Jessamine County downstream of a wastewater treatment plant (See map in Figure 12 on page 17.). It is
important to remember that the central Kentucky (Bluegrass) region has soils with higher levels of natural
phosphorus. Thus, additional phosphorus inputs resulting from human uses may more readily produce values
greater than the water quality benchmark.
Total nitrogen was also measured at 81 sites during the fall 2021 sampling event. Kentucky does not have an
official numeric standard for nitrogen, but KRWW uses 3.0 mg/L as a benchmark for assessing high levels. Five
of the 2021 nitrogen results were above 5 mg/L (considered very high); 7 results were between 3 and 5 mg/L
(considered high) and 85% of the results were below 3 mg/L (considered low). (See map in Figure 12 on page
17.)
The sampling site with the highest nitrogen value, 11.2 mg/L, was also on on Town Branch (site 3786) in
Jessamine County downstream of a wastewater treatment plant. Other sites with very high values included
Clarks Run (site 753) in Boyle County, Lanes Run (site 982) in Scott County, and Shannon Run (sites 1048 and
3013) in Woodford County. Contributors to these locations include wastewater treatment, golf courses,
agriculture, and suburban sources.
Biological and habitat assessments were not conducted in 2021. The statewide Watershed Watch
organization finalized a simplified habitat procedure for assessing stream habitat, which is planned to be
initiated in 2022. It is hoped that this option will encourage greater sampler participation in this important
tool to better understanding water quality and the ecological status of stream sampling sites. Videos and
introductory training materials for simplified habitat assessment are currently available on the Sampling
Programs page of the WWKY website (www.kywater.org). A simplified biological assessment method is under
development.

www.krww.org
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Lake Sampling

Volunteer lake sampling was piloted in Herrington
Lake in 2017 and continued through 2021. Four
samplers conducted 37 observations in 2021 (see
Table 4), an increase in observations from 2020
despite a decrease in samplers. Sites included
3777, 3870, 3873, and 3898.
Table 4 – Lake Herrington Sampling Summary
Year
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021

Figure 8 - Lake Herrington Sampling Sites

# of
Sites
10
7
11
7
4

# of
Observations
43
45
72
11
37

Average Secchi
Depth
1.08 meters
0.92 meters
1.48 meters
1.25 meters
1.38 meters

Lake samplers utilize secchi disks to measure the
clarity of lake water, while also making
observations of the general lake appearance and
weather conditions. Although the program is
geared toward understanding general lake health,
special emphasis is placed on Harmful Algal Blooms
(HABs) and protecting drinking water sources. In
2021, there were no reports of suspected HABs on
the lake although there have been in past years.
The color of the dots on the map in Figure 8
represent the appearance of the lake water on the
most recent sampling date.

The average secchi depth was 1.38 meters in 2021 with a range of 0.8 to 2.3 meters. The color was reported
as clear in 95% of the measurements with tannic appearance in two measurements. Woody debris was
present in 24% of the observations and was particularly noted as increasing after a rise in the lake level of five
feet before the October 10th visit. Floating garbage and scum were each only noted once in 2021.
Although KRWW’s current lake sampling effort is only being conducted at Herrington Lake, it can be expanded
to other lakes. Please contact a board member if you are interested or visit the www.krww.org website and
find out more under Resources, Sampling Programs.

www.krww.org
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2021 KRWW Sampling Sites of Concern
Based on a review of the 2021 data, the sampling sites listed in Table 5 were noted to be of concern and in
need of further investigation. Samplers of these sites are encouraged to review historic data for continuing
trends with the noted parameters of concern and to consider potential sources of the pollutants. An
assessment of upstream and surrounding land uses can provide insights into potential causes of the problem.
The following table includes the probable cause or potential sources of the noted pollutants of concern.
Additionally, the KRWW website provides guidance on how to best utilize sampling results and approach
corrective actions (www.krww.org, Action page). The KRWW board is also available for assistance.

Boyle
Estill
Estill/
Powell
Fayette
Madison
Scott
Madison
Fayette
Garrard
Woodford
Madison
Mercer
Fayette
Fayette
Fayette
Lincoln
Boyle
Wolfe
Jessamine
Madison
Letcher

X
X

X

Nutr.

Clarks Run
Red River

County

DO

753
831

Stream

Cond.

Site ID

E. coli

Table 5 - 2021 KRWW Sites of Concern

X

Suspected Probable Cause*
Wastewater Treatment Plant
Pasture, Residential Sewage

Watershed
Plan?
Y
Y

Y
Red River
X
X
Municipal Sewage
Holly Spring
X
X Municipal Sewage
Y
Tates Creek
X
Pasture, Residential Sewage
Lanes Run
X
X Golf course, Municipal sewage
Unnamed Trib
X
X Residential Sewage
Wolf Run
X
X Municipal Sewage
Y
McKecknie Creek
X
X Agriculture, Residential Sewage
Shannon Run
X Residential Sewage, Agriculture
Brushy Fork
X
Residential Sewage, Crops
Curds Creek
X
Agriculture, Septic
McConnell Branch
X
X
Municipal Sewage
Y
Gardenside Branch
X
X
Residential Sewage
Y
Town Branch
X
Municipal Sewage
St. Asaph’s Creek
X
X Residential Sewage, Agriculture
Balls Branch
X
Pasture, Residential Sewage
Y
Swift Camp Creek
X
Wastewater Treatment Plant
Y
Town Creek
X
X Wastewater Treatment Plant
Irvine Lick
X
Residential Sewage
Rockhouse Creek
X
Mining slurry pond
North Elkhorn
3970
Creek
Fayette
X
X
Municipal sewage, agriculture
*NOTE: The probable causes listed in the table are based on a preliminary review of land uses around and upstream of
the sampling location. Further site assessment is needed to confirm these suspected causes.
832
914
939
982
990
1028/1135
1030
1048/3013
1183
1214
3005
3059
3478
3515-3517
3582
3770
3786
3933
3954

Education and Outreach

KRWW board members normally provide information about the organization at various festivals and
educational events throughout the year. Unfortunately, the ongoing lack of in-person activities throughout
most of the year prevented much of this outreach from occurring. However, a new KRWW website was
developed for enhancing understanding about the organization and providing information about volunteer
involvement. This new website was published at the end of January 2021 at www.krww.org.
www.krww.org
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The new hybrid approach to sampler training was used to enable three training workshops in 2021. Participants
first watched the introductory video that is posted on the Watershed Watch website (https://www.kywater.org/
sampling-programs/introductory-sampling), completed the online quiz that is linked from the video, and were
contacted to arrange a meeting with a trainer to practice using the field chemistry kits and receive their own
equipment. This approach has streamlined training and made the process more efficient.
General education and outreach during 2021 included:
The Friends of Wolf Run organized a Green Infrastructure Tour in
coordination with the Cooperative Extension Service and LexingtonFayette Urban County Government on June 4, 2021. During this outing,
participants visited multiple sites where natural, vegetated approaches are
being used to absorb stormwater and remove runoff pollutants.

The Kentucky River Fest was hosted by Bluegrass Greensource on
August 22, 2021 at Proud Mary’s restaurant by the Kentucky River in
Madison County. KRWW provided an informational booth during
this event to help inform attendees about the organization and
recruit new samplers.
2021 Annual Conference
The KRWW Annual Conference was held virtually on February 27,
2021. The agenda included updates from the state-level Watershed Watch in Kentucky organization, a
discussion of Kentucky Division of Water Priorities by John Webb, a presentation of 2020 sampling results, and
volunteer recognition.
Simplified Habitat Assessment
In addition to assessing water chemistry, it is also helpful to evaluate a stream’s habitat and its biological
community. These conditions provide a more complete picture of the stream’s overall health. Unfortunately,
the habitat assessment approach that has been used by Watershed Watch has been found to be too timeconsuming and complex for most samplers and is therefore seldomly utilized. For this reason, Watershed Watch
leadership developed a simplified procedure based on an approach developed by the Maryland Department of
Natural Resources. In 2021, KRWW added a video presentation and reporting form for simplified habitat
assessment to its website and the finalized protocol was approved by the Science Advisory Board. Samplers are
encouraged to visit the KRWW website’s Sampling Programs page and review the materials under Habitat
Assessment for guidance on conducting a habitat assessment at their sampling locations.

www.krww.org
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Nutrient Field Kit Training Video and Pilot Study
Since nutrient enrichment is the second most common
cause of impairment for Kentucky waterways, there is a
statewide need for routine citizen monitoring to evaluate
the impacts on the waterways. Kentucky River Watershed
Watch is fortunate to have adequate funding to conduct
laboratory analyses of nutrients, but the expense and need
to transport samples to the lab could be avoided through
the use of test kits that enable nutrient analysis in the field.
Due to the numerous low-cost, nutrient field-testing
products that have been introduced in recent years, the
Science Advisory Committee expressed the need to
determine which field kits are most accurate, cost effective
and accessible to volunteers. Following the completion of the Watershed
Watch Nutrient Field Kit Evaluation in 2019, three kits were recommended to
analyze water for ammonia, nitrate and phosphorus. These kits were used in
a pilot study on Glenns Creek in Woodford County during 2021 to determine
their utility for Watershed Watch sampling. The Science Advisory Committee
is evaluating the results of this study to determine if they will be offered for
use.
A user-friendly approach to measuring streamflow was also piloted and is
being considered for use by Watershed Watch samplers who are interested.
The transparent velocity head rod measures the head difference in water
flowing around the rod as an estimate for water velocity. Stream flow
meters typically cost upwards of $5000, but a transparent velocity head rod
can be assembled from materials that cost less than $100. Preliminary data
analysis indicates that the method is promising for wider volunteer use.

Community Projects

Summer/Fall 2021: Kentucky River Watershed Watch samplers collaborated
with the Lexington-Fayette County Urban Government’s stormwater
program to more intensively sample in the Town Branch watershed. This
data is used by the city in its stormwater permit reporting, as well as by
KRWW.
The Clarks Run Environmental and Educational Corporation (CREEC) received
a mini-grant from Bluegrass Greensource to enhance stream buffer by
planting trees, shrubs and native perennials along the creek on October 10,
2021. This project extended an existing buffer planting that was installed in
2020.
Kentucky River Authority Watershed Grant projects were awarded to the following
recipients:
• Red Bird Mission – working in the Middle Fork, Goose Creek, and Red Bird
River to provide outreach about septic system maintenance and provide
system pump-outs and repairs
www.krww.org
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•
•
•
•
•

Bluegrass Greensource – working in the Clarks Run and Hanging Fork of the Dix River to provide Junior
Water Festivals for pre-K and Kindergarten students
Kentucky Riverkeeper – piloting school curriculum about Kentucky River for grades 4-12; presenting
related art project that will produce graphic for Kentucky River Sweep t-shirt.
Kentucky Waterways Alliance – coordinating Red River Festivals in 2021 and 2022, next festival
scheduled for May 21, 2022
Clarks Run Environmental and Educational Corporation (CREEC) – investigating feasibility of removing
two low-head dams and the potential for subsequent stream restoration of segment of Clarks Run that
flows through Danville
Friends of Logan’s Fort and City of Stanford – construction interpretive trail and installing educational
signage along Buffalo Springs Creek

The next round of applications for KRA Watershed Grants will be accepted until September 15, 2022. Please visit
the Action page of KRWW’s website for more information and to access the application form. Grants will likely
be awarded by the end of 2022 and projects will need to be completed by May 30, 2024.

Grants and Financial Information

In addition to funding support from the Virginia Environmental Endowment (VEE), the Kentucky River Authority
provided $12,000 toward lab analysis costs for annual sampling. This funding enables the organization to
provide broader sampling for nutrients and metals, as well as E. coli.
KRWW also receives funding support from the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government (LFUCG) in
exchange for volunteer assistance with the stormwater monitoring program. This program has been very
successful in engaging KRWW volunteers with intensive sampling for a wider range of water quality parameters
during both wet and dry weather events. In 2021, LFUCG contributed $4,000 to KRWW for its support of this
effort.
Private donations and membership contributions to KRWW in 2021 totaled approximately $660.

2022 Plans

Annual Conference and Training
KRWW’s Annual Conference will be held virtually on March 26, 2022 using the Zoom videoconferencing
program. The conference agenda will include updates from the statewide Watershed Watch in Kentucky
organization, a presentation summarizing 2021 sampling results, volunteer recognition, an example of using
sampling results to pursue improvement activities, and an update about a watershed sampling and planning
effort in Glenns Creek.
KRWW trainers will provide annual training workshops for new samplers and re-certification workshops for
current samplers as requested throughout 2022. In 2020 and 2021, it became necessary to adapt to initial
virtual trainings, followed by socially distanced, streamside practice sessions with the sampling kits. It is
expected that fully in-person workshops will be possible in 2022, if desired.
LFUCG Watershed Focused Monitoring
In 2022, KRWW will continue to work with LFUCG by providing volunteer assistance for stormwater program
monitoring in the North Elkhorn Creek watershed. This collaboration opportunity further engages our samplers
and helps them directly contribute to Lexington’s stormwater program. Additionally, LFUCG provides a donation
www.krww.org
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to KRWW for our assistance. Please contact Ken Cooke (email kywwp@igc.org) if you are interested in helping
as a sampler.
Field Data App
Following last year’s piloting of a field data entry app, additional samplers will be given the opportunity to
submit their data using this technology for non-Core monitoring events (traditional May/July/September
events). This approach will allow volunteers to gain experience with utilizing the new technology and will build
towards future wider integration of the technology to add the field form information to the database. If you are
interested in learning more, please visit the Online Data Form Access page at
https://kgs.uky.edu/wwky/sampling/registerWWKY.htm. This page will be used to create electronic data entry
forms for those volunteers conducting habitat assessments, as well as field chemistry analysis outside of the
three core monitoring events.
4H Stream Team support
In 2019, KRWW board members assisted with the development of materials for county-led youth stream teams
through a partnership of UK Cooperative Extension Service, the Kentucky Division of Water and Watershed
Watch in Kentucky. Unfortunately, restrictions caused by the Covid-19 pandemic prevented Stream Team
activities in 2020 and 2021, but KRWW samplers are encouraged to collaborate with and assist fledgling youth
programs in their respective counties in 2022. For more information on the Kentucky 4H Stream Team Program,
go to https://4-h.ca.uky.edu/content/kystreamteam.
Community Action Tools and Assistance
The KRWW Board will be working toward helping the statewide WWKY initiative to provide information and
tools that better enable samplers apply their water quality findings. Using these tools, it is hoped that samplers
can identify and pursue activities that either address any problems they have detected or protect streams that
have been found to have good water quality. Tools already available on the KRWW website’s Action page
include:
• A listing of action ideas with supporting resources
• Guidance for reporting water quality concerns
• Information about the Kentucky River Authority’s Watershed Grant Program
Opportunities
Educational and fund-raising opportunities will be considered throughout the year, and board members will
support these when they are deemed sufficiently beneficial and worthwhile for advancing KRWW’s overall
mission. Additionally, the statewide Watershed Watch organization will be developing a strategic financial and
fundraising plan and hopes to begin providing additional financial and staff support to the basin organizations.
Watershed Watch Committees
The state Watershed Watch board approved a new Strategic Plan for the organization’s activities from 2022
through 2024. Strategies in this plan were developed to increase the organization’s membership and
effectiveness at achieving its mission “to support water quality monitoring that informs, connects, and
empowers volunteers and their communities for the improvement and protection of Kentucky’s water
resources.” These strategies are assigned to 6 goal areas, each with their own working committees. The
committees are actively seeking additional members and would welcome participation from any who are
interested in helping. You can find the 2022 Strategic Plan and contact information for the committee chairs
under the About Us tab of the WWKY website at www.kywater.org.

www.krww.org
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The Watershed Watch committee goals areas are as follows:
1. Outreach: Increase visibility, networking opportunities, and partnerships at both the state and local level
through internal and external communications.
2. Organizational Operations: Improve effectiveness through current and accessible organizational
documents and clear guidance on Watershed Watch procedures.
3. Community Education and Action: Inspire and support community education and action that applies
water monitoring results to protecting and improving water quality.
4. Finance: Improve WWKY's Financial Health to fund Basin-level activities and overall organizational
sustainability.
5. Basin Support: Provide technical, organizational, and other support to the affiliated Basin organizations.
6. Science Advisory: Provide scientifically-based guidance for water quality data collection, analysis,
interpretation, and management.

www.krww.org
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DATA INTERPRETATION MAPS
Figure 9 – Field Chemistry Exceedance Map
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Figure 10 – Conductivity Grade Map
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Figure 11 – E. coli Grade Map
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Figure 12 – Nutrient Grade Map
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